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becomes an ultimately crucial & tactile extension of literacy.
iro Fujikawa

The better English education prospers,

the better a country prospers.

English, the lingua franca of today,
by Yasuh
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TENSHIKI

This is a story about an old temple, where there
was an old Buddhist priest, and a little child
monk called Chinnen. One day, the priest felt
a little sick in the stomach, so he called for a
doctor. The doctor came and checked the
priest' s body, and after the checking was over,
he said,

Doctor(D): “Do vou have Tenshiki? ”

Now the priest did not know what Tenshiki
meant, but he was too proud to say“I don’t know
what Tenshiki means. ”  So he goes,

Priest(P): “Uh... did you say Tenshiki?? "

D: *Yes. Do you have Tenshiki?"

P: “Tenshiki......, well, I must say thatldon't have
Tenshiki. ”

D: “I see, you don't have Tenshiki. Well, that
may be a bit of a problem, but anyways, I will
prepare your medicine as such, okay? So please
have someone come pick it up at my place later,
okay? Well, take care. Bye bye.”

And the doctor goes. Now, the priest starts to
feel a bit worried because he still doesn't know
what Tenshiki means, but it seems to concern his
body. So he goes,

P: “Tenshiki, Tenshiki, Tenshiki...... | wonder
what it means, Tenshiki. It' s surely not in the
Buddhist books, but I've already said I don' t have
Tenshiki. Ican't ask the doctor now. It would be
embarrassing. Ah, what should [ do? Oh, maybe 1
can use Chinnen. Chinnen! Come here Chinnen!
(Clap clap) Chinnen! ”

Chinnen(C): “Yes master, did yvou call me?”

P: “Yes, come here Chinnen, and sit down over
here. 1 have something that 1 would like to ask
you. Do you know where that Tenshiki is? "

C: “Pardon me, master? ”

P: “I said, do vou know where that Tenshiki is? "
C: “Tenshiki??? Master, what is a Tenshiki? "

P: “Do not answer my question with a question.
I'm asking you, do you know where that Tenshiki
ise”

C: “Master, I don't know what Tenshiki is. ”

P: “You don' t know what Tenshiki is? How
can you not know what a Tenshiki is. You' re a
Buddhist monk, you should know these things.
I clearly remember telling you what Tenshiki
means before. ”

C: “I'm sorry, I think I forgot.”

P: “You forgot. You always forget these important
things. Well then, if you have forgotten, you will
have find out for yourself.

Okay? Go Lo the [lower shop across the street and
ask them if they have a Tenshiki. "

C: “Okay, and what if they say yes? "

P: “Well, if they say yes, then tell them that I

need to borrow it for a while. ”

C: “Okay, but master, if I'm going to go borrow it,

I'think I should know what it is. "

P: “Oh be quiet Chinnen. You will know from

their response, okay? Well, anyways, hurry up

and go! "

C: “Okay master, I'll be going. Huh,... my

master' s a little bit mean tonight, oh here it is.

Hello! Hellol Mr. Flowershop man. Hello! "

Flowershop man(F):"Yes yes. Oh! Chinnen.

Come here, come here. What are you here for?

We have the roses, violets, lilies, everything,

what do you want? *

C: “I'm not here for the flowers today. I came to

ask you if you have a Tenshiki. ”

F. “.What?”

C: “Do you have Tenshiki? ~

F. “..Oh.. Tempura!?"

C: “No no notT empura. Tenshiki, d o you have

it?

F: “Tenshiki? Are you sure you're looking for

Tenshiki? "

C: “Yes I'm sure. Do you not know what Tenshiki

means? "

F:0f course | know what Tenshiki means. I was

just trying to remember where [ put it. Okay?

Hold on hold on, I'll ask my wife. Honey, honey,

do you know where that Tenshikiis? Tenshiki,

no no not Tempura. Tenshiki. What? You don't

know what a Tenshiki is? How can you not know

what a Tenshiki is. What? Do | know what a

Tenshiki is?  Of course not. But [ can’t tell a

little kid that I don’t know. Okay, okay, [’

11 tell him something. Chinnen, sorry to keep

you waiting. I just remembered that we had two

Tenshiki before.”

C: “Tow Tenshiki?”

F: “Tes,but one of them looked really beautiful, so

we gave it to our friend as a present to decorate

the room.”

C:“I see , to decorate the room. And what about

the other one?”

F: “Well, the other one looked really tasty, so we

putitin miso soup this morning and te it.”

C: “You put it in miso soup and ate it!”

F: “Yes, so weTe sorry, we used to have two, but

now we have none. Please tell your master that

we're sorry.”

C: “Okay, well thank you very much anyways.

Master, ['m back!”

P: “Oh, that was quick Chinnen. Come in here.
So, did they have it?”

C: “Yes, they had two.”

P: “They had two!  Did you borrow it?”

C: “Well I tried to borrow it, but they said that one

ol them looked really beautiful, so they gave it to
their friend as a present to decorate the room.”

P: “I see, to decorate the room. And what about
the other one?”

C: “Well, the other one looked really tasty, so
they put it in miso soup and ate it.”

P: “They ate it. Okay, so this Tenshiki is
something that you can give as a present fo
decorate the room, and something that you can
put in miso soup and eat. I have no idea what this
is.”

C: “Master, vou know what Tenshiki means
right?”

P: “Of course [ do.”

C: “Then please tell me!”

P: “Shut up Chinnen. I told you once, and [ will
never tell it to you again. Okay, well the medicine
should be ready at the doctor’s place. So go to the
doctor’s place to pick up the medicine, okay? And
when you pick up the medicine, tell the doctor
that you were around when he was checking
my body, and you heard the word Tenshiki, but
you didn't understand what it meant. And you
would like to know what it means, okay? Ask this
question, so that it is coming out right from your
mouth, okay?”

C: “Okay. But master you know what Tenshiki
means. Please tell me because it would he
embarrassing to ask the doctor.”

P: “Well, that's the whole point Chinnen. If you
ask somebody else, you will feel embarrassed,
and you will never forget it again. Okay?
Anyways, hurry up and go!”

C: “Okay, I'll be going. Wow, my master’s
becoming meaner and meaner today. Here it is.
Hello Doctor! Hello!”

D: “Yes yes, oh Chinnen. Come here, you're here
for the medicine right? Okay, we have it prepared.
Take this back to your master’s place, and tell
him to take it with hot water as usual.”

C: “Thank you very much doctor. Oh, I have one
thing that I would like to ask you.”

D: “Okay, what would that be?”

C: “Well, I was nearby when you were checking
my master's body, and I heard the word Tenshiki,
but I didn’t understand what it meant. And |
would like to know what it means.”

D: “Ah, you would like to know what Tenshiki
means. Well well that's a very good thing. It's
always a good thing to ask something that you
don't know. Well, Tenshiki is not a very important
word, bou it can be useful sometime. You see,
Tenshiki isin other words, gas.”

C: “Gas? What do you mean by gas?”

D: “Well in other words, poopees.”

C: “Poopee? What do you mean by poopee?”
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D: “Well, in other words, fart.”

C: “Fart? What do you mean by fart?”

D: “Well you must surely know what a fartis.”

C: “Fart? You mean that thing that comes out of
your butt???”

D: “It usually comes out of your butt. If it comes
out of your mouth, it would be quite painful.”

C: “You mean that smelly thing?”

D: “*Well it usually has strong smell. The silent
ones are the most dangerous.”

C: “You mean that yellow thing???”

D: “Well T don’t know about the color!! But you
see, Tenshiki is fart or gas.”

C: “Doctor, please don’t make fun of me. Please
tell me the truth!”

D: “I am telling you the truth. Tenshiki is a
very old word that appears in a book called
SHOKANRON, and it means fart or gas. You
see, what [ was checking your master’s body, his
stomach seemed a bit tight, so | thought maybe
he has some gas built up in his bowels. But it
would be rude to ask such a wise man ‘Do you
fart?” So [ said ‘Do you have Tenshiki?” Such a
wise man should surely know what a Tenshikiis.”
C: “I see. But my master told me to go borrow
Tenshiki. That's a little bit strange. But anyways,
thank you very much doctor! Wow! I didn’t know
that Tenshiki means fart or gas. So that means
I've been running around trying to borrow
fart. That’s embarrassing. Wait a minute. That
flowershop man said something strange. He said
he had two Tenshikis, but one of them looked
really beautiful, so he gave it to his friend as a
present to decorate the room. I wonder how vou
decorate the room with a fart. He said something
else. He said the other one looked really tasty, so
they put it in miso soup and ate it. What a bubbly
miso soup! Wait a minute. That flowershop man
doesn’'t know what Tenshiki means. So he was
just saving random things to fool me. Oh, that
must be it. Wait. My master doesn’t know what
Tenshiki means as well. So he was trying to use
me to find out what it means. Oh, how unfair
those adults. So if I go back, he’s going to ask me
‘What is Tenshiki?” And if I tell him that Tenshiki
means fart, he’s just going to say ‘Yes, that's right,
never forgot it again,” and I'll get scolded. That’s
not funny. I should tell him something else, and
see if he really knows or not. What should [ say?
Oh, my master likes to drink sake, so I'll say that
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Tenshiki means sake. And il he says, ‘Yes, that

right!” then he doesn't know, Okay, I will find

out. This will be revenge. Look, he’s sitting over

there. Master! I'm back!”

P: “Oh CHinnen, come here come here. So, was

the medicine ready?”

C: “Yes it was ready. The doctor told you to take it

with hot water as usual. 'm going to go boil some

water.”

P: “Oh that’s fine. You can do it later, okay? So,

what did the doctor say?”

C: “Well, the doctor said that it's always a good

thing to ask something that you don't know.”

P: “That’s good. So what did he say Tenshiki is?”

C: “Well, I now know what it means, and I'm a

little bit wiser. Thank you very much for the

opportunity.”

P: “Okay. Well that’s very good. So, what is

Tenshikiz”

C: “Master, you know what Tneshiki means,

right?”

P: “Of course Ido.”

C: “You know what Tenshiki means,and I know

what Tenshiki means, so I don’t” have to tell you.”

P: “Chinnen, why do you say such a thing? I'm not

trying to learn from you, okay? I'm just trying to

check if the doctor taught you the right thing.

Now,tell me what is Tenshiki?"

C: “Okay,well, Tenshiki means sake.”

P: “Sake? You mean that sake we drink. 1

see.  So, the doctor was touching my stomach

when he said ‘Do you have Tenshiki?" Oh, so he

meant,did I have too much sake. Oh, that must

be it. Chinnen, didn’t I tell you that Tenshiki

means sake before? Now, never forget it again.
And from now on, when I tell you to bring

Tenshiki, remember to bring sake. Okay? You

may be dismissed!”

And the day is over. The next day,the doctor

comes to check the priest’s body, and says,

D: “How are you doing sir?”

P: “Oh, I'm feeling much better doctor, thank you

very much for the medicine.”

D: “That’s very good. Please keep on taking

the medicine, and you will be fine in a couple of

days.”

P: “Thank you very much doctor. Oh, doctor, 1

have one thing that I must tell you.”

I “Yes. What would that be?”

P: “Well, yesterday, when you asked me if [ have
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Tenshiki, I told you that I don't have Tenshiki, but

when [ thought about it, I did have some cheap

Tenshiki.”

D: “Cheap Tenshiki? Well I'm not sure if there

is any expensive Tenshiki, but it's better to do it

than not to do it.”

P: “Oh doctor, you seem o be fond of Tenshiki as

well.”

D: “No, I'm not fond of Tenshiki, but of course I

sometimes do it once in a while.”

P: “Of course you do! I'm sure you exchange it

with your wife once in a while.”

D: “No, we do not have that kind of hobby.”

P: “Please do not be embarrassed doctor.

Today, I have some Tenshiki that I would like to

share with you.”

I): “Please enjoy it by yourself.”

P: “Please be my guest. I have some Tenshiki

that I woud like to share with you, Chinnen!
Chinnen! Bring that Tenshiki, Yes, that

bottled Tenshiki in a wooden box.”

D: “Bottled Tenshiki? 1 wonder how they bottled

it.”

P: “Just bring it here. Put it here. What are

yvou giggling at Chinnen? Go back go back.

Doctor, this is the Tenshiki that [ was talking

about. We had it sent from Kyoto.”

D: “From Kyoto!? That's a long distance for a

Tenshiki to travel.”

P: “Ha ha ha, but do not worry, this is fresh.

Freshly squeezed!”

D: “I don’t know if I can survive this.”

P: “Please please be my guest. Please open this

box.”

D: “No, [ don't think...”

P: “No no no, please I'd like you to tasle it, so

please open this box.”

D: “Okay, well if you insist, then I will open this

box.(Opens the box) Oh, this is strange. This

seems like a nice bottle of sake.”

P: “Indeed, it’s a nice bottle of Tenshiki!”

D: “That is strange. In the world of medicine,

Tenshiki means fart or gas, but in the world of

temple, it seems to mean sake. Is that so?”

P: “Fart? Gas? Chinnen!! Chinnen vou lied

to me! Why did you do this to me!”

C: “Well, I thought I'd embarrass you a little bit,

so that you would never forget it again.”

HpoopedlFEEL HUEBIE I BT Bl EEBETAN IS,

sk ST IEOE BETLERS RIEFEE EH

Ba, fIE TS S HLD B AR I Ao 7 Tiig
KaMHB0T, BEL LWk, buwil, EFIH
EASLHTRB L, JnilidA-oTw3, Zic
BEokEERTFATRADI LR EREPTD
W EFAL, ILTHREBEGI-FaEbEN
ZERHS, M TREEEOWLOH BRI
HE, LT RLuEnRTEE, EErEN3
ZLibhEEALG LB,

002




EHNREBERE T HER ZDO<5

ef'}";n LIBERTY ENGLISH ACADEMY

Photo TOMY TANIUCHI Text Junko Chiba

BEIIXY Y RTSR—T—TILDWE

., B, KFEE 10 FUEBWNMEITTWS0IC, Bhah
RKEDFICODEV) ERHOAFAFZVW. ZRREBERDD,
YJINT14— AT Vy>a PHTFE—F. KROENFKREEDH
ZOREFERICZZ7O—FULTHRELE TRIIAYYRT 7 —
T—7Li EBENDIEGHRE L EZRETIRERRLE, X
EDHID « & Verb IC$ 51 EWSERRRICITIDOEDT,
NETORTELLBAFTAEZEDLSRAL, FllcBBHIEXK
AERUTEEL MEEER) ZRETEEIZEWVS,

IU—MER. EVXATYY, BEE. E/M. #ELF. &
SICRNMEZESIVYIIV— M cEZHTRIC, CDEFBEET
ZimlId & 20 FUE, B, "BEIIXAYYRTIZY—T—7T )b,
ZHIC “ EERRE " Z2U-2DDFICHIIF LT TOEIC900.
TOEFL100. & 1#fkeE. BVWBEZERLTWS, V7
T)—MCE-TIREATIR. BX. BEICEL. BATIE/\—
N—R, Ax—)b. AAYEPKZLBEDTPAE=Y—TEAD
BRZEERICLTWVWS,

MZT, BAEBZEEZBETALLOZREUISEEICESX
TaEh=YIUIcYR—kg31ED, Xv¥ILET/O—/NLT)—
rDEZFRAL TN 3HOI—F27 1 H1T>TW5,

FRIKDOIy>aviE "HEZESEDZ<OBFAK. R
TREREFEVAY—LTESW,. EOY/O-NNILT)—bE
UTERSATHEBRICERLTHSSZE) B,

077



	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	9
	10
	11
	12

